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Ames Forester 
Christmas Tree Plantation and 
Firewood Sales 
In 1986, the ISU Forestry Club acquired 3.6 acres 
of land that was to be used for growing Christmas 
. trees. The main species to be planted were Scotch 
and white pine. When the plantation was first started, 
the first order of business was clearing the land of the 
mixed tree and shrub vegetation. The area was once 
an ISU apple orchard and horticultural garden. The 
hardwood stand provided a source of early income 
from the firewood that the club harvested. Because of 
the expenses of starting a Christmas tree plantation, 
the Forestry Department made an agreement with the 
club that they would help with the costs for the first 
five years. After the fifth year, the Forestry Club will 
provide a $500 scholarship for students in Forestry. 
To further help cover the expenses, the Forestry 
Club has cut firewood on other tracts of land around 
Ames. We cut the wood, let it season for one year, 
and then sell it. This year (fall 1989), the demand was 
greater than the supply. The club ran out of firewood 
within a very short time of its availability. We sold 
about seven cords of seasoned wood. Next year, we 
should have close to six cords available for sale. 
72 
The Christmas tree plantation is growing, but the 
lack of precipitation over the past two years has 
damaged the young seedlings and has setback the 
first predicted harvest a few years. Most of the area 
has been cleared and planted to Scotch and white 
pine. This spring, we will plant seedlings in areas that 
were hardest hit by the drought. 
The plantation will provide Christmas trees for the 
annual Christmas tree sale. It also provides an out-
door laboratory for many forestry classes. The planta-
tion gives students the chance to escape from the 
classroom and practice some of the skills they have 
learned. 
I would like to thank Bryce Duncan for being the 
plantation Chairman for the past year, and I would like 
to thank everyone who has put in their time on the 
plantation. 
- Shannon Baughman 
